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proletariat" is bad, not because it is proposed that the dictator-
ship shall be by the proletariat Any other kind of dictator-
ship would be as bad It is surely significant that the demand
for an effective share in industrial management does not come
only from the I W. W. and from radical labor organizations
like the Machinists' Union, but from the most conservative
unions in the country, the railway brotherhoods, demanding a
partnership with the State in operation and management of
the railways of the nation,
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We Russians are a people that have never worked as free-
men. The Russian people has not had the opportunity to
develop all its powers and abilities. When I think that the
revolution has in it the possibilities to give Russia a chance at
free labor and at untrammelled development my heart swells
with hope and' joy even in these days of blood and wine
debauches.

Right here, however, begins the line of decisive and irrecon-
cilable difference between myself and the insane activities of
the people's commissaries

I believe that the ideal Maximalism is quite useful for the
uncontrollable Russian soul. It can wake in her the long
needed activity and stir great desires It can put life into this
withered Russian soul, shape it and develop initiative in it.

But the practical Maximalism, the anarcho-communism of
the visionaries at the Smolny Institute, is destructive to the
country, and especially to the working class. The people's
commissaries look upon Russia" as material for experiments.
The Russian people to them is like the horse which the learned
bacteriologist" inoculates with typhus bacilli in order to obtain
from its blood the curative serum.

The reformers of the Smolny Institute are not concerned
with Russia They are calmly sacrificing Russia to their fan-
tasy of a world revolution, or at least a European revolution.

Under present conditions of life in Russia a genuine revo-
lution is unthinkable. You cannot change the 85 per cent of
Russia's peasant population, with its ten million foreign speak-
ing nomads, into Socialists overnight.

*By Maxim Gorky.    From New York Tribune,    July a8,  1919.